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August 31, 2020 
 

Parents of Edison and Chalmers students, 
 

As our students begin the second full week of school, we wanted to address a concern in 
regards to our students at Chalmers and Edison.  At this time, GISD is requiring all students at 
Lee, GJH, and GHS to wear a mask. Head Start falls under different regulations and those 
students are also wearing masks.    Although teachers and staff at all campuses are required to 
wear masks, our students at Edison and Chalmers are allowed and encouraged to wear masks, 
but it is not required.  The initial decision to not require these students to wear masks was 
based on the Governor’s orders which excluded those who were under the age of 10.   
 

Due to our recent positive cases within the district, we want to ensure that all of our students 
and staff are protected to the best of our ability.  The CDC recommends that people wear masks 
in public settings and when around people who don’t live in your household, especially when 
other social distancing measures are difficult to maintain.  
 

The recent student cases were at campuses where all students are required to wear a mask. 
Due to this fact, the campuses affected were able to reduce the number of students and staff to 
be quarantined.  Although every situation is unique, a positive case at Edison and Chalmers 
would potentially result in a very different action plan.   
 

For the safety of our students and staff, effective Wednesday, September 2, all GISD 
students will be required to wear a mask or face shield. If a student does not have a mask 
or face shield, one will be provided. If a student has a medical condition which prevents 
wearing a mask, medical documentation must be provided to the campus nurse. Students are 
NOT required to wear a mask during physical activities such as recess and PE. 
 

Please see the example scenario and action steps below if a student or teacher tests positive: 
 

Students/Teacher Distanced 6ft Continuously and Consistently Masked 

Lab confirmed positive student /teacher isolates for 10 days minimum; pivots to at-home 
learning as symptoms permit 
Monitor class(es) for symptoms 

Contact tracing of cohort members, bus peers, supporting staff or teacher that may have had 
close contact but less than 15 minutes to monitor closely including daily temperature check for 
14 days 
 

 
 

http://www.gainesvilleisd.org/


Student/Teacher in Close Proximity and/or Unmasked 

The following would need to quarantine: 
• Class(es) with an identified positive case (all class periods) 
• Teacher(s)/ support staff working with identified student /teacher (this includes teachers 

on grade level teams, or same departments if teams do not practice social distancing 
and mask protocols) 

• All students in cohorts (classes that partnered) 
• Any other contacts (clubs, activities, sports, lunch peers) 

Per the CDC: 
“Masks are recommended as a simple barrier to help prevent respiratory droplets from traveling 
into the air and onto other people when the person wearing the mask coughs, sneezes, talks, or 
raises their voice. This is called source control. This recommendation is based on what we know 
about the role respiratory droplets play in the spread of the virus that causes COVID-19, paired 
with emerging evidence from clinical and laboratory studies that shows masks reduce the spray 
of droplets when worn over the nose and mouth. COVID-19 spreads mainly among people who 
are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet), so the use of masks is particularly 
important in settings where people are close to each other or where social distancing is difficult 
to maintain.  
 

• CDC recommends all people 2 years of age and older wear a mask in public settings 
and when around people who don’t live in your household, especially when other social 
distancing measures are difficult to maintain. 

• COVID-19 can be spread by people who do not have symptoms and do not know that 
they are infected. That’s why it’s important for everyone to wear masks in public settings 
and practice social distancing (staying at least 6 feet away from other people). 

Younger children (e.g., preschool or early elementary aged) may be unable to wear a mask 
properly, particularly for an extended period of time. Wearing of masks may be prioritized at 
times when it is difficult to maintain a distance of 6 feet from others (e.g., during carpool drop off 
or pick up, or when standing in line at school). Ensuring proper mask size and fit and providing 
children with frequent reminders and education on the importance and proper wear of masks 
may help address these issues. 
 

Please refer to the CDC website for a reminder of how to protect yourself and 
others:  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Dr. DesMontes Stewart 

Superintendent 
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